/AVA\
MEDIA MONITORS

30/09/2009
Page: 17

West Australian

Page 1 of 2
Section: General News

Region: Perth Circulation: 199707
Type: Australian Capital City Daily
Size: 315.00 sg.cms

Frequency: MTWTFS-

Rockingham
marina gets
EPA go-ahead

MICHAEL HOPKIN

The planned profusion of marinas along
Perth’s  coastline took another step
towards reality yesterday with the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency approving
the 500-pen Port Rockingham develop-
ment.

The $40 million project is one of five
marinas planned between Ocean Reef in
the north and Port Kennedy in the south
which would provide at least 2000 moor-
ings. It would address the State’s chronic
shortage of recreational boat pens along
the metropolitan coast.

The EPA’s report said the Port Rock-
ingham development would not have a
significant impact on marine plants or
animals, mainly because there were no
seagrass meadows in the area.

EPA chairman Paul Vogel said the
marina’s construction would impact
temporarily on local water quality and
part of Cockburn Sound near the devel-
opment should be monitored during
building work.

He said the finished development
would not cause algal blooms or other
water quality issues because its rock
breakwater would be open at both ends,
allowing rapid water movement.

A spokesman for Rosewood Grove,
the developers of the Port Rockingham
proposal, said he hoped construction
could begin before the end of next year.

“The Port Rockingham development
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will provide an iconic destination for
tourists and local visitors,” he said.

Conservationists said it was important
not to approve too many marinas in sen-
sitive areas that were home to vulnerable
marine life, such as Penguin Island, not
far from Port Kennedy’s planned new
boat ramp.

WA Conservation Council spokesman
David Mackenzie said new marinas
could lead to “a dramatic increase in
local fishing as a result of skyrocketing
boat ownership”.

Ile urged the Government to imple-
ment a network of marine sanctuarics, to
avoid species extinctions as a result of
sudden increases in human activily in
walers around marinas.

Mr Mackenzie also criticised the
approvals process, saying it “does not
look at the cumulative impact” of a
string of ncw marinas.

“It is incredibly surprising that in
2009 we still have an approvals process
that looks at these elements in isola-
tion,” he said.

A study published earlier this year
showed that Cockburn Sound had one of
the worst records in the world for
conserving scagrass.

Mr Mackenzie said it was confusing
that marinas were being approved at the
same time that TFisheries Minister Nor-
man Moore was introducing new licence
fees to curb the damage done by recre-
ational (ishing.

Ref: 00057724849



/AYA\
MEDIA MONITORS

West Australian

30/09/2009

Page: 17

Section: General News

Region: Perth Circulation: 199707
Type: Australian Capital City Daily
Size: 315.00 sg.cms

Frequency: MTWTFS-

o e,
i it |
ag? )
W
ot P
B IS,
E\d
AC L
L4
Tl

J{ 3" £ _,{ I
=% bl [} = |

Moorings: The_Port Rockingham marina will provide pens for 500 boats.
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