
New marinas could add 2,500 boat pens
Dan Wilkie

PERTH'S metropolitan coast could
host nine major marina develop-
ments in coming years adding
2,500 new boat pens.

There is only one development
currently under way, at Port Coogee
south of Fremantle, but the short-
age of boat pens in Perth has fuelled
increased interest in new develop-
ments.

As well as providing pens for
frustrated boat owners who have
nowhere to park their craft, the new
proposals are expected to be a cata-
lyst for residential and commercial
investments along the coast.

The trigger for the upswing in
marina proposals has been a sig-
nificant predicted increase in the
number of recreational boat regis-
trations in Western Australia.

A Department of Planning and
Infrastructure report, `The Perth
Recreational Boating Facilities
Study 2008', predicted recreation-
al boat numbers in Perth would
increase from 48,468 in 2007 to
84,857 in 2025.

The proposed developments
extend from Yanchep in the north
to Rockingham in the south.

With the exception of a 300-pen
stacking facility proposed at
Woodman Point, the developments
are about much more than just extra
room for boats.

The largest proposal is an 850-pen
marina at Ocean Reef. The City of
Joondalup is currently seeking a
developer for the project, estimated
to cost $800 million.

Alongside the boat pens, the con-
cept plan calls for a four to five-star
hotel resort with convention facili-
ties, as well as a water playground,
kiosks and restaurants, picnic areas
and sheltered beaches, plus an
extensive range of retail facilities.

The City of Joondalup endorsed
the Ocean Reef marina structure
plan in May this year, and is cur-
rently examining public submis-
sions on the proposal.

The Department for Planning
report also identified the possibility
of a 250-pen increase in capacity at
the existing marina at Two Rocks.

The Town of Rockingham's status
as a primary regional centre under
the state government's Directions
2031 planning framework has
received a boost from two signifi-
cant marina proposals.

Last month, the Environmental
Protection Authority approved prop-
erty developer Rosewood Grove's
500-pen Port Rockingham marina
project.

While Rosewood Grove main-
tains Port Rockingham is a mod-
est development when compared to
other marinas in the metropolitan

area, the plans also call for cafes,
restaurants, tourist shopping and
service outlets and boat sales.

The state government announced
late last month an environmental
assessment would be undertaken
on the Rockingham and Kwinana
Development Office's 500-pen
Cape Peron marina project, at Point
Peron.

Last week the RKDO, which rep-
resents state and local government
agencies with an interest in the area,
began seeking expressions of inter-
est from developers to advance the
proposal.

Australand's 360-pen Port Coogee
development is another mixed-use
marina, with construction well

under way on $2 billion worth of
residential, commercial and recrea-
tional developments.

Shops, cafes, restaurants, parks,
cycle and walk paths, fishing plat-
forms, jetties and beaches feature
in the plans.

Two new marinas are also pro-
posed in the Alkimos-Eglinton
region to the north of Joondalup.

At Alkimos, state-owned agency
LandCorp wants to put a marina
as part of a coastal node on land
previously owned by the Water
Corporation.

That project is seen a key early
element of the phased development
of the region, with the coastal attrac-
tion providing jobs and higher den-

sity living as a catalyst to sustaining
public transport from the outset.

A few kilometres north, Eglinton
Estates retains the approvals for a
marina development originally
linked to a failed resort and golf
project, which was to be funded
by Japanese investors in the late
1980s.

The family of land developer and
philanthropist, Martin Copley, owns
Eglinton Estates.

A potential marina development
at Rous Head in North Fremantle
is currently being evaluated by
a Fremantle Port Authority task-
force.

The site has been the subject of
much contention over more than a
year, after a consortium of private
developers sought to progress the
ambitious North Port Quay devel-
opment, which included a 2,500-pen
island marina.

Premier Colin Barnett has failed
to support that proposal but has spo-
ken in favour of a smaller marina
development at Rous Head.

Urban Development Institute of
Australia WA chief executive Debra
Goostrey said a marina could pro-
vide good public amenity and
vibrancy to an area.

"Hillarys is a perfect example
of how a top-class marina can
stimulate growth in an area," Ms
Goostrey said.

"The revamp of the marina there
was a catalyst for the vibrant resi-
dential, commercial and social
scene that Hillarys is now famous
for.

Benchmark Projects managing
director Chris Carman, who was
project manager for the award-
winning Mandurah Ocean Marina,
said marina developments had a
massive effect on property values
in surrounding suburbs.
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"If they're properly built, proper-
ly managed and have the right facil-
ities in them, they have a significant
impact on the real estate prices in
surrounding developments."
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